Variations in serum levels of insulin-like growth factor-1, growth hormone and thyroid hormones during lactation in dairy cows.
1. Serum levels of insulin-like growth factor-1 (IGF-1) in dairy cows declined after parturition, remained low during the period of early lactation with peak milk production and rose gradually until the end of lactation thereafter. 2. Growth hormone (GH) levels in sera of cows changed in parallel with milk yields. 3. Serum thyroxine and triiodothyronine levels during lactation remained fairly constant.